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The most
loving
words
of all:

We will
manage

For years, Jan Jack made the
best of a job that didn’t suit
her. Even when it made her
miserable, she struggled on.
Until a letter of love from
her husband convinced her
to follow her heart...
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G

etting up in front of a crowd of
people who have paid for you to
make them laugh is terrifying.
You worry that you’ll forget your
lines, that the audience won’t
find your jokes funny or, worse, that they’ll walk
out. But after feeling trapped in a job I’d grown
to hate, even the worst heckler won’t stop me
loving every minute that I am on stage.
I have always been the funny girl, and at school
I was very much the class clown. While my friends
loved my practical jokes and one-liners, teachers
were less impressed. I spent so much of my time
messing about that I left with only two O-levels,
in art and English. When my parents pushed me
to go to secretarial college, I didn’t feel I had
many options.
Being a secretary wasn’t my dream career, but
I made the best of it. I worked for a big energy
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Laughter lines:
‘My husband
said: “I want
you to do
something
you love”’

firm and I enjoyed the camaraderie of being in
an office. I always had time for a joke with my
colleagues. It was part of my personality; how I
made friends.
I didn’t always mean to be funny – sometimes
it just happened that way. The first time I saw my
husband, Alastair, he was sitting in the Jacuzzi
at a health club. I tried to get in elegantly beside
him, but instead I slipped and went in head first.
It was like something out of a Miranda Hart
sketch. Amazingly, it didn’t put him off!
He knew I didn’t love my job, but it didn’t cause
a problem until I got a new supervisor. For the
first time in my life, I was working for a woman.
I was looking forward to it, but from the start
we didn’t seem to gel. I’d always had positive
feedback in the past, but now my performance
was being criticised. I felt pushed into taking on
figures and spreadsheets, even though I had no

‘As I
drove
to work
I would
feel sick,
and all
day long
I was
on edge’

MARCH 2014 GOOD HOUSEKEEPING

43

13/01/2014 10:18

